Science 10: Course Outline

Teacher: 	D. McPhee					
Email: 	dave.mcphee@sd41.bc.ca
Website: 	mcpheesics.weebly.com

General:
	Science 10 is the third (and final) junior science course in the BC science curriculum. 
	Like Science 8 and Science 9, Science 10 is a survey course. That means that we will look at many topics in limited detail. An overview of the topics covered is provided on the next page.
	This class contains quite a bit of new vocabulary that you will need to keep up on. It is very important that you attend all classes and keep neat organized notes! 
	Beyond that you will need to work. I expect you to keep up with the material, as we will move quickly in order to complete the curriculum. I expect you to ask questions as they arise. Please try not wait until the end of a unit to decide that you don’t understand anything, by then it will be very difficult to catch up.

Tests will follow each major unit. Quizzes will be mixed throughout. A missed test or quiz results in a score of zero.
	I expect students to take personal responsibility for their own learning. Learning requires two participants: A teacher (That’s me! Mr. McPhee) and a learner (You). Without question the learner is the most important part of the learning equation. Learning is a verb, learning is an action, learning is something you must do. Sitting in class, taking notes and nodding politely is NOT LEARNING it is STUDENTING.
	I expect you to engage in the class and to participate. You need to display CRITICAL THINKING during class.
	
Rules:
	Obviously all of the general school rules apply here as well, but here are my favourites.

	No hateful language. I will not tolerate homophobic, racist, sexist or any other discriminatory language in my class. 
	No electronic gadgets, except, of course, for calculators. Turn your phone off, take your earbuds out/headphones off. 
	All bags, purses, large pencil cases, jackets, sweaters and any other miscellaneous debris/flotsam/jetsam must be kept off of the table tops.
	Notebooks should be on top of your desk, not in your lap.
	No sleeping in class. 
	Be on time, one minute late is still late. When the second bell rings, you should be in your seat with all of your materials, a twinkle in your eye and a smile on your face*.  Therefore 




*Eye twinkles and face smiles are optional, but appreciated.

Core Competencies:

The core competencies are at the centre of the new B.C. high school curriculum. Core competencies are sets of intellectual, personal, and social and emotional proficiencies that all students need to develop in order to engage in deep learning and life-long learning. Students will be assessed in the following three core competencies.


	Communication -The communication competency encompasses the set of abilities that students use to impart and exchange information, experiences and ideas, to explore the world around them, and to understand and effectively engage in the use of digital media.


	Thinking - It is through their competency as thinkers that students take subject-specific concepts and content and transform them into a new understanding. Thinking competence includes specific thinking skills as well as habits of mind, and metacognitive awareness. There are two main types of thinking students should be attempting to develop:

	Critical Thinking - Critical thinking involves making judgments based on reasoning: students 				consider options; analyze these using specific criteria; and draw conclusions and 				make judgments.
	Creative Thinking - Creative thinking involves the generation of new ideas and concepts that 				have value to the individual or others, and the development of these ideas and 				concepts from thought to reality.

	Personal and Social - Personal and social competency is the set of abilities that relate to students' identity in the world, both as individuals and as members of their community and society. Personal and social competency encompasses the abilities students need to thrive as individuals, to understand and care about themselves and others, and to find and achieve their purposes in the world.


Competencies come into play when students are engaged in “doing” in any area of learning. This includes activities where students use thinking, collaboration, and communication to solve problems, address issues, or make decisions. The ultimate goal is for learners to employ the core competencies every day in school and in life, and for the core competencies to be an integral part of the learning in all curriculum areas.

Homework and Extra Help:

	Most of the work I assign is not for marks. The purpose of class work and assigned work is for YOU TO ASSESS HOW WELL YOU KNOW THE MATERIAL. It is crucial that you are getting help with problems as they arise.


	If you are having trouble with any of the ideas in the class or with a homework assignment, please come in for help. I am usually available before and after school on the days that you have class.


Please check the website if you miss any classes. You are expected to catch up any missed work. If you are away you are expected to make up any missed tests, quizzes or assignments.

